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Furman REPORTS
NOW THAT I’VE WIPED most of the egg from 
my face, here’s the follow-up to “Sing Along to 
the Victory Song,” the story that appeared as 
“The Last Word” in the spring magazine.
Quick recap: A friend had sent me the 
music to the “Furman Victory Song,” written in 
1942 by Fred Waring and Charles Gaynor and 
performed on an NBC radio show. It turns out
Waring wrote similar tunes for other schools.
The song was news to me — and I’ve 
worked at Furman for 25 years, plus I’m an
alumnus, plus some consider me the institu-
tional memory, a designation I shall henceforth 
decline. But as a word and history guy, my 
curiosity was piqued by this 70-year-old com-
position. And since Waring, a famous choral 
director, wrote it, I saw it as a choral work.
In trying to uncover the story behind 
the music, I checked with the James B. Duke 
Library and the Robert J. Maxwell, Jr., Music 
Media Center and Library. Inquiries also went 
to a member of the music department staff, 
to a current and a former member of the choral 
faculty, and to a far more esteemed Furman 
historian than I.
The libraries had the sheet music but
no other information. A few people had 
heard of the song but knew nothing else. 
I found no mention of it in the most recent 
university history or the history of choral 
music at Furman.
So I wrote up what I had and included 
the words, "guring someone might help 
"ll in the blanks.
Did they ever. Less than 24 hours after 
the magazine hit the mail, I heard from 
John Beckford, vice president for academic 
affairs and dean who, in his former life, 
was a music professor and announcer for 
football halftime shows. 
He informed me that the band has 
actually been showcasing the “Victory Song” 
at Paladin games for, oh, about 20 years. 
John Carmichael, band director in the early 
1990s, discovered the music in the archives 
and did an instrumental arrangement. 
I go to lots of Furman games. I’ve heard 
the “Time for the Furman Victory Song” 
announcement. But I didn’t make the 
connection, probably because it was out of 
context and because I was thinking “choral 
work.” Why I didn’t have someone actually 
play the piece, I don’t know.
Thoroughly embarrassed, I prepared 
for an onslaught of complaints from outraged 
band alumni.
There was no onslaught or outrage. 
But a number of readers did write to express 
confusion, surprise and/or shock that I didn’t 
know what song I was talking about. I felt a 
little better, though, after reading such com-
ments as “We [band members] always wondered 
where it came from” and “We never knew it 
had words.” And even one “I liked the article.”
So apologies to all the talented musicians 
who probably can still play the song in their 
sleep. At least now we have the full story — 
I think. Leslie Hicken, director of bands, has
graciously granted me absolution. And this 
fall, maybe we can do a follow-the-bouncing-
ball thing on the Paladin Stadium jumbotron, 
and fans can sing lustily along to the “Furman 
Victory Song.”
— JIM STEWART
Now for the rest of the story . . . 
Revised alcohol policy results in no signi!cant changes
ONE YEAR AFTER FURMAN approved a policy 
revision that allows students age 21 or older who 
live in North Village to possess alcohol in their 
apartments, a study of student consumption 
habits and incident reports shows virtually 
no changes in the campus culture.
“We have done a lot of work to educate 
our students about the dangers of alcohol,” says 
Connie Carson, vice president for student life, 
whose of"ce administered the survey. “Alcohol 
use among our students remains comparatively 
low, and there have been no changes from a 
campus cultural standpoint as a result of the 
revised policy.”
According to the study, 73 percent 
of Furman students reported consuming 
alcohol during the past year, compared with 
the national average of 84.2 percent. Sixteen 
percent of Furman students said they had 
missed a class because of drinking, compared 
to 30 percent nationally.
The revised policy, adopted in April of 2010,
followed two earlier revisions, one in 2003 that 
permitted alcohol to be served at the golf course, 
alumni house, Timmons Arena and Younts 
Conference Center, and the other in 2008 that
allowed of-age students living in The Vinings
(which Furman owns) on Duncan Chapel Road 
to possess alcohol in their apartments.
The latest revision, authored by a commit-
tee of trustees, students, administrators, faculty 
and alumni and approved by the trustees after 
extensive study and research, mandates an 
online alcohol education course for freshmen, 
prohibits bulk quantities of alcohol from being 
served, and provides strict penalties for those 
who commit infractions. It subjects anyone 
caught playing drinking games or displaying 
alcohol paraphernalia to steep "nes and 
educational intervention.  
Carson says the revised policy makes 
the university’s rules more consistent while 
maintaining a controlled, closely monitored 
environment. The results for 2010–11, the "rst 
year of the policy: no signi"cant changes in 
alcohol-related injuries, underage drinking 
or citations for public intoxication.
Furman’s disciplinary sanctions are strict 
compared to those at most colleges. Underage 
students found in possession of alcohol face 
an initial $100 "ne, written warning, alcohol 
education and parental noti"cation. The "ne 
for providing alcohol to anyone under 21 is 
$300, as it is for hosting a party where bulk 
alcohol is served.
Alcohol continues to be prohibited in 
South Housing and Lakeside Housing, where 
most "rst- and second-year students live.
— JOHN ROBERTS
For more about Furman’s alcohol and substance 
abuse policies, visit www.furman.edu, click on 
“Student Life,” and follow the links.
SHORTLY BEFORE THEY GRADUATED this spring, three members of 
Furman’s Class of 2011 won the National Collegiate Ef"e Competition for 
their work in developing a public service announcement campaign to help 
Heineken USA promote its relationship with Taxi Magic, a smart phone 
application that allows consumers to book, track and pay for taxi service.
The Ef"e Awards are administered by Ef"e Worldwide and recognize 
the most effective advertising efforts in the United States each year.
Honored for their project were Stacey Bragg, an accounting and 
business administration major from Belcamp, Md.; Amanda Quinton, a 
business administration and music major from Thomasville, Ga.; and Sara 
Sanders, a business administration major from Byron, Ga. They received 
a $3,000 prize for creating a campaign that, according to Heineken, was 
designed to encourage “consumers to learn, understand, download and use 
the Taxi Magic app as an innovative option to avoid drinking and driving.”
The Furman group and the other student "nalists (from Iowa State 
University) traveled to New York City May 3 to present their campaign 
to Heineken USA executives. 
IMC students win national competition
The Ef"e Collegiate Competition was an integral part of business 
professor Robert Underwood’s Integrated Marketing Communications
class. Students worked for almost three months on the strategic develop-
ment of either the Heineken/Taxi Magic App campaign or an integrated 
brand campaign for MINI and the introduction of its new vehicle, 
the Countryman.
For the MINI campaign, three groups from Underwood’s class made
it to the top six.
Major honors awarded
at close of Spring Semester
SPRING SEMESTER 2011 ended with the 
university’s traditional celebrations, festive 
events and award presentations.
Scott Henderson, associate professor of 
education, received the Chiles-Harrill Award 
during the Senior Banquet in late April. The 
recipient, chosen by the graduating class, 
is a member of the faculty or staff who is 
considered to have had the greatest in!uence 
on the class. The winner becomes an 
honorary member of the class and is invited 
to participate in all of its future activities. 
Henderson has taught at Furman since 1998.
At Commencement May 7, Alester G.
Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Awards 
for Meritorious Teaching went to Jim 
Edwards, Louis G. Forgione Professor of 
Philosophy, and Daniel Koppelman, professor 
of music. Edwards retired this year after 41 
years on the faculty; Koppelman has taught 
at Furman since 1996.
The Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie 
Earle Furman Awards for Meritorious Advis-
ing went to Owen McFadden, director of 
recreational sports since 1985, and Onorae 
Rice, assistant professor of psychology, who 
joined the faculty in 2006.
General Excellence Awards went to
Katherine Suzanne Shultz, a political science
major from Hoover, Ala., and Reece Cameron
Lyerly, an earth and environmental sciences 
major from Roswell, Ga. The Scholarship 
Cup for perfect 4.00 grade-point averages 
went to Claire Elizabeth Greenstein, a poli-
tical science/German major from Clemson, 
S.C.; John Walter Helsel, a physics/philosophy 
major from Atlanta; and Rebecca Kathryn 
Waldrip, a math major from Chester, S.C.
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